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your fame has grown and the number of your wvisits to the West have
remained amall, you have become something of a “cult" figure. When
your name comes up in a crowd of chaos workers (as it inevitably
doea), the majority who do not know you persconally begin to show
sgigna of envy toward those few who do. Stories about Chirikov are
told and retold, eventually by people who only claim to know you
but do not. I noticed a couple of years ago that even Hichael
Berry showed signs of succumbing to the Chirikov mania when he
somewhat wistfully mentioned to me that he might like to wvisit
Novosibirsk someday. 0Of course, now he has met you, so he is one
of the "in crowd."” You have become a legend in your own time by
aimply not being around!

May you and yours have a wondrously Merry Christmas.
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